
Bundesamt für Raumentwicklung ARE
Office fédéral du développement territorial ARE
Ufficio federale dello sviluppo territoriale ARE
Uffizi federal da svilup dal  territori ARE

Direct benefits of quality 
transport services to mountain 
territories in Switzerland and their 
implications for development

SWOMM 2010 / FAO, Rome, 14 December 2010
Peter Schild, Federal Office for Spatial Development ARE



2Direct benefits of quality transport services to mountain territories in Switzerland and their implications for development I SWOMM 2010, Rome
Peter Schild, Federal Office for Spatial Development ARE

Agenda

• Facts and figures

• Offer quality

• Good practices

• Conclusions



3Direct benefits of quality transport services to mountain territories in Switzerland and their implications for development I SWOMM 2010, Rome
Peter Schild, Federal Office for Spatial Development ARE

Facts and figures (1/3)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Leisure traffic is the major purpose of all trips in Switzerland. Swiss people and foreign guests spend a lot of their leisure time/holidays in mountain areas.
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Facts and figures (2/3)
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Leisure traffic: Modal split

Basis: 66318 leisure time-stages                                                                                       Copyright: BFS/ARE                   

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Share of stages: The high pedestrian part is illustrated as follows: A stage is for example the walk to the train station/bus stop or the parking lot.

Share of distances: Swiss people use first of all the car for their leisure trips. But public transport and soft mobility (bike and pedestrian traffic) are growing markets. They increase their part of the modal split year by year.
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Facts and figures (3/3)

Touristic gross value added, demand and 
employee 2008 (in Mio CHF)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Passagierverkehr = Passenger traffic / Bergbahnen = Mountain railways / Luftverkehr = Air traffic / Milliarde = billion

Total touristic gross value added: 14’660 mio CHF. Thereof passenger traffic: 2’346 mio CHF. Value of total demand: 35’548 mio CHF. Thereof passenger traffic: 7’475 mio CHF. Total employee: 150’546. Thereof passenger traffic: 16’575. Transport services generate a big economic benefit (monetary and employments) for mountain territories.
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Offer quality (1/2)

Human basic needs / touristic basic needs:

• Tranquility and recreation

• Diversification and balancing

• Communication

Source: University of Bern (Research Institute for Leisure and Tourism)

-> Reduction of noise nuisance: promote public transport and 
soft mobility

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Tourists in as well as inhabitants of mountain territories are searching tranquility and recreation in holidays/leisure time as well as in their daily life. By promoting public transport and soft mobility, the noise nuisance can be reduced.
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Offer quality (2/2)

Soft mobility Private car Public transport
No/few alternatives 21,9 53,5 44,8
Travel time 49,6 69,2 55,0
Costs 10,9 15,2 19,5
Sensation of security 13,0 18,3 27,4
Pleasure of travel 62,9 38,8 45,8
High reliability 22,1 34,1 34,4
Luggage, other heavy stuff 5,0 24,5 8,5

Basis: 13018 Outgoings with an aim, leisure trips                                                                            Copyright: BFS/ARE

-> Promote more, more direct and fast train connections
-> Promote measures for a safer and more attractive pedestrian and bike 
infrastructure
-> Promote luggage services (public transport)

Reasons for the choice of means of transport in leisure traffic (in %)
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Good practices (1/7)

Arosa:
• One of the most famous winter and summer destinations in 

Switzerland
• About 900‘000 overnight stays per year
• Winding road from Chur to Arosa
• Excellent public transport services to and in Arosa: Hourly 

train connections from all big Swiss cities including luggage 
services („fast luggage“), connections from many European 
cities, free of cost „Arosa bus“ for everyone, priority for 
public transport in communication activities (see next slide).

-> Modal Split: 20 - 30% public transport (rail)! (average 
12.6% rail in leisure traffic in Switzerland) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Swiss Federal Railways (SBB): With “Fast luggage”, hand in your luggage before 9 a.m. and collect it at your destination on the same day any time after 6 p.m.
(Costs: Individual passengers pay 20 francs per luggage item)
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Good practices (2/7)
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Good practices (3/7)

Gstaad:
• One of the most famous winter and summer destinations in 

Switzerland
• About 950‘000 overnight stays per year
• Car-free town center since 1996:

-> Winner of the “Milestone” (most important award for 
tourism projects in Switzerland) in the year 2000
-> High economic benefit for the whole town: increase in 
sales of the local business (direct and indirect touristic 
added value) since the town center is car-free
-> Augmentation of the quality of life for inhabitants and 
guests
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Good practices (4/7)

Copyright: Gstaad Tourismus

Presenter
Presentation Notes
More space for walking and shopping
Free circulation for pedestrians
Better quality of stay
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Good practices (5/7)
SchweizMobil / SwitzerlandMobility

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The biggest portal for human powered mobility in leisure time/holidays in Switzerland. All routes (there are routes for cycling, hiking, mountainbiking, canoeing and skating, the main part located in mountain territories) are connected with public transport, accommodation and gastronomy options.
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Good practices (6/7)
SchweizMobil / SwitzerlandMobility: Cycling in Switzerland

Cycling in Switzerland: 
Turnover
(in Mio CHF)

Holidays and 
short trips

Day trips Total

Food 27 Mio 43 Mio 70 Mio

Transportation 10 Mio 10 Mio 20 Mio

Lodging 35 Mio 0 Mio 35 Mio

Other 3 Mio 2 Mio 5 Mio

Total 75 Mio 55 Mio 130 Mio

Cycling in Switzerland: Nights spent: Total 570‘000 per year

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Turnover generating by SwitzerlandMobility (only module „Cycling in Switzerland“)
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Good practices (7/7)

SchweizMobil / SwitzerlandMobility: Cycling, hiking, 
mountainbiking, canoeing and skating in Switzerland:

Anticipated quantitative use per annum

11 million day excursions

500‘000 several-day tours

1,4 million overnight stays

CHF 500 million revenue

Presenter
Presentation Notes
All modules



15Direct benefits of quality transport services to mountain territories in Switzerland and their implications for development I SWOMM 2010, Rome
Peter Schild, Federal Office for Spatial Development ARE

Conclusions

• Efficient and attractive transport services are very important 
for the economic and social survival of the inhabitants of 
alpine regions

• Transport services generate an economic and social benefit
• Direct and fast train connections as well as a safe and 

attractive pedestrian and bike infrastructure release alpine 
regions from individual motorised transport

• Car-free town centers or destinations are generating a 
sustainable benefit (economic, social and ecological) for 
inhabitants and guests of alpine regions and improve their 
quality of life
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